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THE NEWS IN LONDON,

THE DEBATE ON THE TONQUIN CREDIT
BILL.

HICKS FPACHA'S DEFEAT—CABINET MATTERS—MR.
GOSCHEN'S DECLINATION,
[BY CATLE TO THE TRIDUNE.]

Loxpox, Dec. 8.—No inferences can be drawn
grom yesterday’s unfinished debate on the Tonquin
credit bill in the French Chawber. The Paris
porrespondents expect that the credit will be voted,
but drop ominous hints of an accompanying vote of
ponsure on M. Ferry, more of whose duplicities and
deceptions stare them in the facp as they turn over
the Yellow Book. The Bourse's dispatches last
May prove that the Ministers were fully informed
and were explicitly warned of the certainty that
the Chinese were determined to resist further
French incursions in  Tonguin, and were able to
ofter formidable opposition. A further dispatch
from Marquis Tseng, not included in the Yellow
Pook, and the existence of which was denied by
the Ferry journals, appeared te-day, dated Decem-
per 5, expressing the hope that Admiral
Courbet  would  be ordered not to ap-
proach Bac-Niuh or Sontay, and declaring
that such an act would be deemed by
China s inconsistent with French professions of u
desire for peace, The French official journals
pevertheless during the week kept repeating that
China was ready to abandon those positions, and
that Admiral Conrbet's expected attack was de-
layed despite the pressure from Prime Minister
Ferry.

LACK OF ENERGY IX EGYPT.

Bits of evidence continue to come from Egypt
confirming the destruotion of Hicks Pacha’s army.
Baker Pacha remains at Cairo hurrying forward
reluctant troops. The transport facilities are defi-
cient, the English and Egyptian authorities alike
showing a lack of encrgy. There appears to be
glight hepe of saving Khartonum,

DENYING DIVISIONS IN THE CABINET.

The oratorical duel between Lord Hartington and
Mr. Chamberlain continues,the erities inferring from
Lord Hartington's moderation and Mr. Chamber-
lain’s audacity that the Radical programme ls
likely to curry the day in the Cabinet. Every
Ministerial spoaker denios any division in the
Cabinet, Mr. Chamberlaln himself calmly declaring
that Lie is quite nuaware of any, but Lord Salisbury
n an amusing speech at Watford on Thursday
satalogued the contradictions between the public
tatements by members of the Cabinet on franchise
and other questions, and predicted Lord Harting-
wn's ultimate surrender. The Tories threaten to
uestion the Ministers at the opening of the session
w to whether they will accept or refect Mr
Ohamberlain's declaration in favor of manhood

_mffrage. Mr. Childers, while professing to be un-

ible to disclose Cabinet purposes, asserta posi-
iively that reform in the London municipality will
weompany a reformed franchise at the next session,
Among all these spesches Mr. Trevelyan's on
treland is really the most importaut, embodying a
wareful, and, on the whole, successful, defeuce of
the Irish poliey of the Government, and giving an
meouraging acconut of the cconomionl condition of
reland, where rents are now paid regularly,
‘uges have diminished and boycotting has ceased,
wd there are signs of agricultural prosperity
N every provinee,
A RECEPTION TO LORD ROSSMORE,

The politieal condition must be desoribed
W far different terms, recent events in Ulster
md  elsewhere showing that wnothing but
e Queen’s Government stands between Ireland
ind civil war. An euthusiastic public reception
was given to Lord Rossmore yesterday at Mon-
ighan, a erowded meeting protesting against his
wmoval from his position as a Comuussioner of the
Seace a8 an insult to loyal subjects in Ireland.
Jlster pretty plainly sympathizes with Lord Rose-
nore, and is puzzled beenuse the Government cens
mres him,

THE SPEAKERSHIP OF THE COMMONS,

Mr. Goschen’s final refusal to accept the Speaker-
thip of the House of Commons saves a first-class
ftatesman to aetive public life. The extreme radi-
sals would have been happy to see so able and mod-
srate a Liberal shelved, Arthur Peel has consented
io accept the post, for which, thongh not w the
tront rank of politicians, he is quite good enongh,

THE MESSAGE AND CARLISLE'S ELECTION,

The President’'s message arouses but languid in-
lerest, and the comments are without point. Mr.
Darlisle’s eloction was first telegraphod liere as a
lecisive trinmph for free trade. The English press,
karning prudence from repeated delusions, received
{he news with cantions hopefulness,  The Economist,
while conceding the improbability of turiff legisla-
ion at this session of Congress,is sanguine enough to
ixpect that before long a decided stop will be
nade toward free trade, Reflection confirms the
Irst English view of the Suez canal agreement. It
& a fairly satisfactory compromise of the finaueial
md administrative disputes, leaving political ques-
tions and M. do Lesseps’s claim to the monopaly to
¥ included in & future settlement,

MR. TENNYBON AND THE PEERAGE

Conflicting reports appeared at intervals during
e week respocting Mr, Teunyson and the peerage.
it is assured on high authority that the offer was
mquestionably madoe six weeks ago. Mr. Tenuy-
on fully intends to accept, though the question is
mpposed to be complicated by the recent cugnge-
nent of his eldest son to a young lady with every
wlmirable quality, but without fortupe. There is
vrather strong pablie feeling against his accept-
mee on the ground of incongruity between Mr.
Pennyson’s peculiar claims to distinction and the
poposed wethod of rewarding them,

Bomething very like a quarrel arose in the scien-
lific world from Mr. Romanes's reading before the
Linnean a Bociety paper by Darwin on animnl
Zstinet, which Huxley thought added nothing to
Darwin’s fame or the existing stock of scientific
Inowledge. Mr. Romanes admits that the paper
Fas never revised, but insists that the publication
Waaleft to his own discretion. A slight feeling

also In regard to the proposed memorial to

. Bpottiswoode, which his friends deem inade-
Ruate. The matter was compromised by forming a
becond committes sgrecing to a portruit or a bust

¥ be placed in the Royal Society building.
: NEW BOOKS,

5- usid books have Just been published

Out- |

!

—&ir Theodore Martiu's Life of Lord Lyndhurst,
a snccessful attemyt to refute Lord Camp-
bell's biography, but otherwise heavy; and the first
two volumes of Lord Lytton’s life of his father,
comprising thirty years and largely autobigraphi-
cal.
THEATRICAL AND PERSONAL

“ Clandisn,” by Henry Herman and W. G. Wills,
was produced on Thursday at the Princess Theatre.
It was n bold attempt to popnlarize the poetical
drama, depending for its success partly upon the
imnginative treatment of an almost impossible mo-
tive, and partly upon the elaborate scenic effects.
The audieuce was puzzled and received the play

rather coldly, The real triumph of the ew.-nin:_

was Wilson Barrett’s acting, but the press awards
high credit to the authors,

The reported dissatisfaction of the Belgian
African Assoclation with Stanley, and the alleged
difficultics between him and the negross on the
Congo, are authoritatively denied.

Lord and Lady Rosebery have ubandoned their
fnteution of returning from Australia by way of
America. They will sail on Junuary 17 for Eng-
land by the way of the Suez Canal.

Mr. Lowell removes from No. 10 Lowndes square
at the end of December to No. 31 Lowndes square,

G. W, 8,
T VS——

TALK IN THE BRITISH CAPITAL.
INCIDENTS AND GOSSIP FROM ABROAD.

1RSI POLITICAL COMPLICATIONS=LITERATURE AND
THE DRAMA,

Loxpox, Dee. 8.—English home politics secm
to have dwindled and diminisbod until they bave becowe
merely u war of words, ‘The party leaders avd the wemp-
bers of the Cabinet are still undoelded as to the poliey of
extending the Franchise WL Treland will cousequently
remain unsettled and porturbod on this subject uutil the
Cublnet mectings are resumed, which will not be until
after Christmas. Whatever the decision may be it will
not lead to asplit in the Cabinct. Tho Irish party bs ut

present  chiefly  wbsorbed In ita  preparatious for
the TDbanguet to Parnell in Dublin noext
Tuesday. The Rotunda promises to bo on that veoasion

the scene of a Natlonul demonstration, The Lord Mayor
of Dublin will preside. The first toast will be ** Ireland,
a Natlon,” and Mr. Davitt 8 expected to respoud to it
The leading membars of the Trisb Nutlonal party will be
among the speakers.  Covers will be luld for G600 guests,
anid besldos these the gallery will be occupled by about
600 ludios. Bubscriptions to the Parucll Testimonlal
Fuud are inereasing rapidiy, and 1t s expected that beforo
Tuceday It will have reached £40,000,

The triendly relations between Parnell and the English
Radicals ls shown by the fact that Mr. Chamberlaln  has
asked i to meeowmend s person for the existing
vacancy on the local Marioe Boand ut Cork. The Tory
press furiously assalls Mr, Chamberialn for this con-
cesalon. The victorfes of the Natlonallsta tn the lost
munleipal elections bave resulted in the appointment of
Natlonalist mayors to the majority of the eorporptionus.
These must necessarily be followed by the appolutment
of Nationulists to the posiMons of high sberifis, as the
Viceroy s Uy law obllgod to select one of three pavies
which shull be subimitted by the corporations,

Earl Bpenoer bas hitherto passed over the pames of
Nutlonallsts in making s selections to Ml these oflices
But this year, as the corporstions will submit Nationall )
nammes und o others, it will bo to him & cholos of evils.
In Dublin, for instance, he will bave bls option whether
toselect Alderman Moore, » pronounced Natlonallst ;
Claney, the late secretary of the Natlonal League; or
Huwrlngtoo, the Natlonabist Member of Parllament for
Drogtieda,  Ldnerick 18 anotber place where ex-suspects
are the numinecs,

THE COXFERENCE IN AUSTRALIA.

Farl Granville bas postponed action ou the resolutions
of the conference of the Australlan coloules uutdl be bas
reonived the official dosumenta from Syduey, In course of
madl. 1t peema probable that the Hoe of polley eventually
adopted will be to establish & protectorate, New-Uulnea
{alnts that France shall abstain from sending her con-
viots to the Bouth PFacltle, aud asks thet there e hrought
about a gradual abolition of the French penal settlomeuts,

PERSONAL NUTES,

The Garmoyle-Fortescue mirrisge s an assamed event
The story thut the latter has necopted a ehicok Is untruo

The engaginent is announced of the Dowager Duchiess
of Marlborough to Mr, Curiie, an wttackdé of the Forelgn
Ofliee,

Oulda, writing 1o The Tiwes, deulea that she has been
converted to the Catholle religion.  Bhe says that she las
wet Monsiguor Capel, whow she found to be o tost
agresable person, but e never even mentioned theology
to er ; she pover even heard Wi presch,

The pumber of visita by the ex-Empress Evgenie to M.
Roublier arose from her desire to obtaln certadn privide
papers that the Emperor had contided to blm when hie
left Paris for Bcdun, Madame Rouber sdodis that she
gave these papoers to M. Houher's private seorotary, sl
thut some of theom are lost. Eugenle s angious to obtadn
the complete set of documenta,

Grund Duke Berglus of  Hussda §s betrothed to Princess
Elizabeth of Hesse-Darmstisdl, granddsughter of the
Queen.

The Empreas of Austria le suffering with o severe wt-
tack of selatica.

LITERARY,

Mazx Miiller wriles to The Athenerum that Charles Le-
land in doing a usefol work wwoog the red Indlans of
New:-Brunswick ; that oe has Indoced them to cofumunl
cate to him all therr treditons, uatlonal songs and
puperstitions, and also the art, which they alone
povnens, of reading  wampum  striogs. Milller  speaks
In terms of pralse of the revival of Awerican seholarship
and says that with men Uke Brintoy Trumbull, Horatlo
Hule anil Clhinrles Leland, all the reproach that Amorios
does nothiog for Amerlenn phillolugy will soon be wiped
out.

Browuing has written o sounet for the album to com-
memorate tho unvelling of the monmment to Goldon! in
Yeuler,

‘The English translation of the blography of Princoss
Alloe will not be published until next autumn,

Madame Camille Belden, whose futimnte relatlons with
the poet Helne were never made & seeret, L baaned an
edition containing recollsotions of Helne's Inst duys.

Thoe Bwiss Federal Councll has sent to the il t
governmenta of Europs the resolutions adopted by the
lute internstional conference ln regand to the protection
of artistic and literary property. It asks that the govern-
ments will take part in the diplomatic contereuoe which
16 to be held In Berne next year,

Long, the scademlciun, has recelved £7,000 for lils
“ Flight into Egypt.”

THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL.

Miss Mary Anderson appears to.night us Galalea In u
costinme designed by Tadema,  Her engagement in Lon-
don will continue duaring Barrett's occupaucy of the Ly-
cegm. Bbe will then take some other theatre.  The lm-
presaion s general that Miss Anpderson's manosgers are
overdoing the business of * puffing ** her.  Goaslp Is con-
tinuoualy clrenlated respecting her—all being Intended to
advertise her to the public. It is sald that she recontly
rocelved i telegram from u parvenu millionnaire, ** What
will you charge for dluing at wy bouse 1 You will meet
the Prines of Woles and will be treated ns a goest.”  The

leg! remnalned reil.  Miss Anderson attends
church at the congregation of the Carmelite Chapel at
Kenslngton.

Managor Hollingshead will establish a permanent
Freoch theatre In this city. Sarab Bernbardt and Judie
will open It for the winter season.

Balvind unnounces his tntention of making au American
tour next year,

Colonel Mupleson has lssued a frosh cirenlar asking for
subscriptions to the pew Loudon Opers-llouse on the
Ewbanknent.

Lotta opena the Opera Comigue in the role of * Mar-
ohionoas,” in Gilbert and Sulllvan's new vpers, at the Savoy
Theatre, on January 5. It conalsts of two acts. The de-
wire of the authors is to class the plece rather as & comio
opera than o8 o burlesque. | It has bigher musical aims
than anything that Bullivan has yet attempted for the
slage. The estimutes for costumes alone gro §13,500.

Bir Michael 'osta desires that the proposed testimoninl
to himn Ve withdrawn, The fowness of the subscribors
would, be thinks, injure his roputation. .

Mansger Henderson has galned the novel sult brought
against him hy Elfreda, the wun, for & share of the profit
from the rental of the Comedy Theatre, Elfreda stated
In court that Heunderson betrayed her when
she was uixteen jyears of age; ihat they

o

lived togother as man and wife for several years, that she
nursed Lim through » dungervas llness, sud that she re-
cetved from him, In consideration, a deed of molety rental
of the theatre. The defence set up was Lhat the consider-
tion given for the deed was immorul. This view pre-
valed with the Court.

The projected American tour of Materna, Bearla and
Winkelmann has lapscd, the Vienns Intendant General
having refused his permission.

Gerson, the French agent, has purchased for 0,000 Lhe
exclusive right to produes fn Ameriea the spectaclo
« Blgba,” which is now belng given in the Eden Theatre
ut Parls.

The King of Davaria has given his consent to & repetl-
tlon of * Parsifal™ at Buyreuth this sutimer. Ten per-
formanoces will he glven.

Connle Resves, daughter of #ims Reeves, haa adopted
as the stage on which to wmake her debut the Brighton
Theatre. She Is ercdited with & good volce aud with

good looks. -
OPERATIONS OF EL MA 1npr.

DISSENTIONS XMONG HIS FOLLOWERS,

ENGLISIE AND RGYPTIAN PRISONERS—TIIE DEFEXNCE
OF THE FRONTIER.

Camro, Dee. 8.—The Mudir of Dongola, in
Upper Nubla, telegrapha to the Egyptian Government
that the Chiefs of the Kabbabish tribes state that El
Mihal has 4 Aed the submission of those peaple Lo
his wuthority, but the ehiefs promise that they and thelr
tribes will remain falthful to the Government.

Lospoy, Deo, 8,—The dispatches recolved at Calro tor
day attribute the fatlure of El Mahdito eontinne his ad-
vauce on KLartouin to the breaking out of dissensions
among the heads of thoe varions tribes marching under
his banners, Some of these advocate an advance upon
Dongola while othiers prefer an attack on Khartoum. The
two factions canuot sgree upon a plan of operations.
Mudir &t Dongola reports to the Egyptlan Government,
moreover, that o defection of the Kanbahbish tribes to the
Madh will Inevitably ocour 1f that ieader’s forces cob-
tnue thelr advance. Major Evelyn Daring bas sent & dis-
pateh to Col. Coetlogan, inslting that an effort be made at
onee 1o cotmunioste by means of emissaries with El
Obeld In order to ascertaln the truth or falaity of the

rimors that & portion of Meks Pachi's foroa s atill en-
trenched at Berket; also to learn whether the Mabdl will
eonment to glve up the English oflicors who atill remaln
prrlnnrn-m hits hands provided a suMclent rupsom be
add,

; Zebehr Pachin, the agent of the Egyptinn Government nt
Cordovan, has also recelved instroctions to negotinte
with the shelks who support the Mahdi for the relense

of all Egyptian prisoners  Coetlogan  has  been
instructed  to hutd Khartoum until Baker
Pachu  formally  orders  bim  to  evsomate AL

Hakrr Pacba lins sent a protest to thie Minlster vl War at
Culro, In which be argues thet Buskim sbhoold not be
mado the hase of operations, wil advoontes, as belng the
beat for strategle purposes, that route up the Valicy of
the Nilie which goes by way of Wudybalfe,

A docistion as to whether Assonin shall be made the
base of the comblned aystem of Egyptlan defonce has
hean suspended untl) s dectaration shall hase heet uide
by Great Brivdn ss o whether | neland will wecepl the
dofenee of thie frontter. Afier that guestion has hbeen
setthid the lne of the Maladi's @lvapeo will e pacer
tained, and then the question of the oljective hase will
recelve attention,  Bhould the Mabd)l attaek Upper
Egypt, proceeiding by the way of Dougala, Baker's Toree,
weting with the forces which can be concd utrated at
Ansonnti, will make a stand against hin.  The tmops
stationed st Ruskim keop up o continaoas blaze, day and
pleht, ul the rebols who surronnd that town,  The iebels
anawer the fre, it po castultivs have yot ooenrrsd

1he Euglish offloars have bl sorties ot 1Wo o lonis,
and Lave put the rebal troops to Nght, hut each thioe,
aiter pursuing them for w short distance, gave up the
clase unil returned Lo the garrison,  The consent glven
by the English Governmoent that Turkish frigates sy Ine
permitied to met In concert with the Britlat oupled
with the stipulation that they shall carry urkish
forees,  Tue Eeyptiun Governmeot s renewed s
roproscntations to Great Britaln that there s o proasiing
pecensity for tielr asststanoo s the war. The Khedive
liya particular stress on tbe suppression of the revoll at
B naar,

e -

WAR MEASURES OF FRANCE,

AN EXPECTEL ATTACK ON BAC-NINH AND SONTAY
DY ADMIRAL COURDET.

Panis, Dee, 8,.=The Figars and Gaulois say
{t Is reported that tha Marguis Teeng, the Chiinese Arihos
aador. presetted an impartant dispateh to Prime Minb.oer
Ferry on December 3, 1t has been ascertalued, bowoever,
that the dispateh merely daclares that the relatlons be.
tween the Margnis Taoug and M. Perry have hecu In uo
way interrpted, e certaln papers have inferred,

Adtalral Peyron, Minlster of Marine, has recelved n ils
patch from Salgon, dated yesterday, stating that the
French farces have roconuoitped to witlin two and
# half miles of Bao-Ninh, Adwmiral Courbet reconnolired
the approachies to Sontay, on the Bed River, on Novem
ber 20, He captured u Junk ncar Hal-Phong, which waa
lawlon with combustiblea and bad seven men on boand,
The sub-governor of Hald-Zuong having boen suspedied
of peting In eollusion with the ensmy, has bhoen sonl (o
Balgon for trial. Admiral Courbet lu a private letter to
the Governor of Cochin Chine states that operations will
shiortly begin.

In the Chamber of Deputies to-day the debate upon the
Tonguin Credita b1l waa reaumed, M. Dolalosse ruu-'
tnued hls reinarks in opposition to the policy of the Gov-
ernment,

Lowtos, Dee. 8.—The Freneh Government expecta to
besr ut any time from Admiral Courhet that he haa cap
tured Sontay, Bac-Ninh and Honghon aa well. Tt is doubt-
ful whether the reconnolssances of the guuboats on the
Kongko! Rlver discoversd Chineso foreos on both sides,
The tlver s vtrong, bowever, in its Intrenchments which
extend along Its banks for mules, A reoonnolssauce
made st the came tme in the vieinlty of Sontay tndicated
plulnly that it woald be easny to capture,

Lord Lyons, Brittsh Ambassador (o Franee, has coased
to make representations to Premder Ferry, s he (luds
thut the French Government bs not disposed to negotiate
os uny other hasls than that of a temporary posacsalon hy
fta forven of Huo Ninh aod Sontay. a\l[lllﬂou‘ recwutions
bave beon taken to defend the treaty porta, the Hritish
Admirulty having reinforced (ta Chilnese Ooet.  No formal
azrocment has been entered luto by the Powers for the
protection of Europoan resfidents st 1ho scat of war. In-
structions have, however, been sont to commandars of
Engllsli vessels to co-opernto with German and Awerl
:n:n veasols to protect all trading stations agatnst the
‘hinewie,

The London rates of exchange on Hoog Kong and
lilnukm]m! hiave become & penny stronger withiy tho Jrust
week,

THE DEPARTURE OF THE CROWN PRINCE.

Maviin, Dec, 8.~The Crown Prinee Fred-
erick Willlamn on tuking hits departure for Beville yester-
day left gifts of 25,000 poscias to the servants of the
royal palece and 50,000 posctas for the Spanish military
weyluma. The Princo rellerated his expresalons of the
groat pleasure he had experfenoed from the hearty wols
eomme aecorded Lim by the King, the Court, the Spaulsh
arty and the people,

Lastwin, Dec. B.—The majority of the dispatches trom
Berlin to the London newspapiers pahit to the proposed

of the Crawn Prinee to the  Pops and to the rein-
ut of Blshop Blam to his dlocose In "“Imburg as
thut tndieate u connlusion of the dMeulifon he-
Asin nad the Vatlean relative to Church affuirs

‘Mspateh lu{n the chiet oMeot of the journoy of
Eh Qe |. l.'rmh;l; 1!’rhh-~.n LI'I Rome s to reglprocate cor-
al attentions which have been patd to the Ge -
pertal fawily by the royal fumily of [taly, o fherma b
ey

RUMORED MEETING OF EMPERORS.
Brriiw, Die, B.—Humors are current hero
of anotbier meeting of the Emperors of Germany, lusaia
and Anstrin an the resull of the recent confervnes be-
tween M, de Glers, the Husslan Forelgn Miglster, and

I'rince Blsmarck, ¢

—— .
BRITISH EXCLUSION OF CHINESE.
Bax Frascisco, Dee. B,—A dispateh from
Victoria, Britiah Columbla, sayn:  The Houso his passod
w resolation instrooting the Goveroment to introdoce @
bl restricting Chinese Immigration. The startling state-

ment was made by the Provinelal Seeretary that there
wnrlru- 3.:1lmt ?mruu:dn (;.Illnnn:; on the mulnlxmti who can
only snbalst by murdering and stealing, 3 i
SRty tegus. " caling, which they bave

e
THE FRENCH IN MADAGASCAR.

Panis, Dee, S.—Admiral Peyron, Minister of
Marine, bas received a dispatch from  Admiesl Gallber,
comwmuuder of the French foroea (o Madagnscnn walors,
stuting that the vessels of Lis Meet Lave destroyed several

]ul(lrta llir :be !ltlﬂ;lll.l an lh;‘“t‘nll, coast of the Island, und
ave destroyed the port of Marawelta, N Yo
prevall stwong the i‘lrtneb trooaps on nhum.umrmm g

i’
THE INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE.

Sypxey, New South Wales, Dee, 8.—The hill
favoring the formation of & Federa! Counell, drawn up by
the Intercoloninl Conference, provides that each eolony
shall be represented by two members and the €rown by
one member from each eolony, There will be yearly ses
slone.  Any thres of the colonles will be compelent 10
summon an extra seasion.  The frst scsslon 14 to be held
at Hobart Town, Taananis. The counoll will be layested

;1]% mlrgv& w!wduhrl:"u ing the relations of the
--—*—.—-.

THE ATTEMPT TO MURDER M. DE LESSEPS

Loxpox, Dec, 8.—A Paris dispateh says that

M. Wennemackers, 8 Belgian engineer, has been arrested

l

|

&t Nice, Ttaly, upon suspicion of being the autkor of the
attempt to murder M. do Leasapa by an infernal machine.
A quantity of dynamite cartridges was found at his
lodgings,
—_——
PRIESTS IN IRELAND CENSURED.

Loxvoy, Dec, 8,—A Rome dispatch to The
Times states that the Moniteur de Rone, the Papal organ,
strongly censures the Catholle clorgy st Newry, Irelund,
for their attitude during the recent agitation there, It
espectally condemna the sermon of Father MacCarten in
the Cathedral wt Newry last Sunday, in which he charac-
terized the action of the Government in prohibiting a Na-
tionallst meoting thers as having s tendsney to drive the

ple to rebel nnd os @ direct insult to the Catholle
Thurch. Tho Monitewy de Rone nlso draws attention to a
paragraph published In The United Ireland, of Dublin,
paking its friends in London to furnish the addresses and
hlo;nghim of the jurymen in the O'Donnell case, in order

to enuble their obituaries to be propared.

- ._“_h__
EMIGRATION FROM CANADA,
IRY TELRGHAFH TO THE TRINUNE. ]

O1TAWA, Dee, 8,—The Dominion Government
{a greatly alarmed over the publication of the British
Minister's roport to the Tmperial Government on emigra-
tion to the United Btates, more partioularly that part of it
relative to the large influx of settlors from Canada. [lere-
tofore the Canadian Government has denled the accuracy

of fligurea showing the exodus from Canada as publisbed
by the Bureau of Statlstlos ut Washington, stating that
they were falsified for the purpose of misrepresenting
Cansds and Influencing the tide of emigration to the
Unitedd States. Minister Wenst's report staggers them,
coming as it does from a British  otficlal whose joyalty
would not permit him to misrepresent Canada o the -
terest of auy other country.

—_— p—
AFFAIRS IN THE DOMINION,

ToroNto, Dec, 8.—A dispatch from Winni-
peg to The Giobe auys: ** A large meetlng of farmers wis
beld at Raplds City last night, and the high tariff und
ratlway monopoly were frocly dlscussed,  The Hev, Mr.
Crawford maid: *If we are to be trodiden down by the
other provinees T would advocuts secesslon.’ The citizens
of Brandon met last night wivl ndorasd the netion of the
Farmers' Unfon.  Deputations are belng appointed In

luces ull over the provines o atlend & couventlon st

innipeg on December 10,

MoNTUREAL, Doo. 8. —~The affilrs of the Exchange Bank
are still the chlef tople of conversatlon.  The advantage
taken by the dlrectors to retalu thelr power 18 condemned,
The abmeonditg prestdent bos been beard from. Tt 18
lmlll1 that Lo s in New-York, where he s Uving In groat

o,

’li"..nrlnnn!luu hins heen roectvid here of 8ir Charles Tup

,wl."n success (o Parks in securing the waklug of o troaty
lor toe beuelit of the Domiulon,

— -
FOREIGN NOTES,

ATuess, Deée. B=The Greclan Government has con-
tractod o new loan of 108,000,000 drackmas, with luter-
ext Wt 5 per cont paer AN,

BERSE, Dee. 8 —The authorities of the Canton of
Vilals have decided to relntrodues the death penalty oa
prtishmont for wurder

Lospoy, Deo. 8.<The Intest accounia of the duel be-
tworn Baron Nicotera and Stgmor Lovite #tatea thut the
T
Jurel

Lasnos, Deo, 8. <A halloon has been ploked ap at sea
off the voast of Portug which contalund a watch, sn
altitude Indicator, 1,700 rels wwd sowe clothing,

£owaa slgitly wonnded and the lutter severely lu-

TIE GREAT SIOUX RESERVATION,

DAKGTA PEOFLE ASK TUAT IT BE OFENED TO SET-
TLEMERT,

[NY THELEGHANIL TO TIHE TRINUNE. |

Dak, Ter., Dee. S.—At the delegate

v an exprossion reganting the

Pienne,
ponvention held here to giv
opening of the Slons pemervation, s memorisl was adopted
for pres Tt refitrs to the large dl-
mensdons of the tract, the searcity of Indian population,
the need which Dukota peopln have for its thmber and

ptattion to Congress,

Long ¥ L -

gate iy tmond to Introdues o il for the openitng of the

reservition, and to use overy effurt to secure ity passuge,
- —]

LIBEL SUITS AGAILNST NEWSIP'AT'ERS,

[BY TELEGRAFN T THE TRIRUNE]
Bostaxn, Dee. S.—F. K. Ballon, one of the

best-kuown contractors In thls eity, has begun el sults

Tre Bowton Daily tilabe tor $20,000, and The
Tives for $A0,000, The complaint s bused
npon statements affecting Mr. Ballon's Integrity as o bus-
less toan,  He was charged In dispatches to these news
papers with having run away from Mystle, Conn,, leaving
whilgations to the amount of €15,000. Mr. Balloy deules
the charges, e suys ho took four Govermuoent coulracts
b B8 to bkl breakwaters at Naotucket, Btonlngton
and New-Havon, sud o dock on the Thanes Rliver, Owlog
to the Inerense in the price of labor he lost heavily, but he
completedl his contracts acconting to stdpalations, his
bondsimen losing nothing. He took down his derricks,
Bousad his engine, diacharged s tow bosts and barges,
ad openly Wit for Boston to procare money W pay off his
wen, aud A pot abscond as chargod.

neniist
New- York

- g
AN ATTEMPT 1O ABRDUCT 4 YOUNG WOMAN.

[NY TELEGRAPIL TO THE TRINCNE]

Berene, Ohio, Dee, S.—About S o'vlock on |

Wednesday night a stranger knocked at the door of the
residenee of Parker Lowls, & wealthy citizen, A servant
kit anawered the knoek, and was told by the strnger
that u Miss Hunter was walting in a buggy in the strect to
see hor. The servant glrl started with thoe stranger, und
when a few feet from the houss he threw her apron over
her face amd, taking hor ap lo bis arms, econveyed her to
the cartlage, fn which was wnother wan,  Thoy
then drove raphdly wway. When about two miles
trom town one of the men asked the girl it sho
waa Lillie Lowis, the danghtor of Parker Lewls. On her
telling them sho was not, they tirew beront of the bugey,
after glving ber chloroforun,” She was pleked up o an
unconscious conditdon

2 P
DIVORCE IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

(Y THLEGRAFI TO Ti8 TAIMUNE]

CoruMuia, 8. €., Dee, 8.—From the forma-
tlon of the Federal Unlon up to the year 1508 South Caro-
lina enjoyed the distinetion of belug the only State in the
tederation, and doubtless the only one on the globe, with-
ont w Mvores law upon her  stalute hooks, When
the Ftate was reconstrueted In 1868 o Republi-
cun Loghslature ennetad such a law, which remdned In

foroe until 1877, when the Democrats sic eesded to

ywer, One of the Arst acts of the Ihnoerats wos to e
peal the divores law., During the pasl six years aevernl
effurts have beon made In m»?.:- sAnlature to provide soms
mienns for the legal dissolution of the mnrringe te, hat in
pach Inatance the proposition met with ov rohelming de
feat, Yesterday the senate agaln rejected such a bill.
althoogh It hid bean fuvorably reported by w mjority of
the Judlelary Comumittee.

2 P U—

THE CRUISE OF THE DAUNTLESS.

[BY TELEGRAFI TU THE TRIBUNE.]

Newronr., Dee. 8.—The schooner yacht
Dauntlesas will sail for the Azores early next week wod
from thers will proceci to the Conary Islunds snd thenea
to Moroces,  Whils st Morpeco Mr. Colt sund his guests
will engnge in shootlng and Doar huntine. The next
Plaee |u1|n- visitedd will b Ciibraltar.  Kall will thenee b
st for Niee. The yacht will rematn st Nlee weveral
weoki The ernfao will last at least six wontls,  The

yucht will return via Bormnda wni the West [ndies,
—

LONG DORMANT CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA,

[BY TELEGRAFM To Titk TRIBUNE, |
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn, Dee. 8.—=0n June 1
Willinm Green, & highly respected resldent of Anderson
County, wan bitten by & mad dow, The wounil was
cautertzed ; It bealed.  Mr, Green thought no more about

the matter th yeaterday, when sy mptoms of hyilrophobia
wote deteciod. Ho went Into convilalons aod died this

evenlng in werrible agony.

e i ——
CRIMES AND CASUALTIES-BY TELEG RAPH,

WERLEY POSEY TO ERK_HANHED.
Moxtaomeny, Ala,, Dee, A—The negro, Waosley
Posey, who waa convioted yesterday of an wesaalt upon &
youlg white girl, was tls mornlng sontenoml io be henged,
MEXICAN MURDERERS LYNCHED.

BAN ANTONIO, Tox,, Deo, 8, —It 18 roported that
four Maxlonns, charged with the munter of Uumlnm Polomo,
near Fort Duvls, abous fonr weoks ago, bave boen en frow
the autborliios snd lyuched.

ACQUITTED OF THE CHARGE OF MURDER.

Wik esisauny, Penn., Dee. 8,—The jury in the
enno of Frank!in Mource, ou trial for the munlerof Hamonl
MeNealub Iuniook’s Créek, rotiruod & verdict vhis alternvon
of uot gality.

AN ARTILLERYMAN LOSES IS ITAND, .,

WasHiNGToN, Deo, B,—While the Distriet artil-
lery was eoigieed o nrmq s salute today, o lonor of Lhe
Maxlean Vetorans, on artiloryuan, Charlea C Herbert, had
his right Land biown off by the promature discharge of »
CAnLON, o

AN UNENOWN MAN KILLED IN HELINDEFENCE,

Owrnanorotain, Ky, Dee, B.—An anlknown man
enternd the house of Clark {mlrnlq winil attacked bie
Aamgehitors with s club Wil by Heory Buinpus,
who wan it Lo house. There wis & p s p
taken Lo Hweden, bt nothing to reveal Bia identity,

A NOTED BURGLAR BENTENCED,

BostoN, Dee, H.—Charles Willlams. eolored,
Pleaded ‘nlh, to burglary here M..{ud was sentoncad ta
Tu ¥ tmprisenment, Ie Twa been & suceosafnl
burgl

oo e Meeron

|
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EXTENSIVE FRAUDS IN CITY CONTRACTS.

.

THE CORRUPT RING CONTROLLING IMPROVEMENTS.

A SYSTEM OF UNBALANCED BIDS OF THE+ WORST KIND.

THE LOS8 TO THE TAXPAYERS AMOUNTING TO MILLIONS OF DO‘LLA.‘IB‘

THE METHODS OF THE OLD CANAL RING TRANSFERRED T0 THE STREETS OF NEW-YORK—HOW TRY
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ALLOWS PUBLIC MONEY TO BE MISUSED:

Carcful investigation of department records by TRIBUNE reporters reveals the existence m
this eity of & ring of contractors whose methods are similar to those of the Canal Ring, which
was broken up eight years ago. But no effort has yet been made to break up the corrupt com=
bination which is defranding the taxpayers of New-York., A system of unbalanced bids, by
which the public treasury suffers heavily, has grown to startling proportions in the Department

of Public Works, under the eye of Commissioner Thompson,

Misleading estimates of the work.

to be done are the rule rather than the exception in that department, and ecertain favored con

tractors suceeed in obtaining secret information as to the real nature of the work which l‘-hu;
misleading estimates cover. They are thus enabled to put in unbalanced bids at figures which
result in large gains to them and serious losses to the city. The extraordinary nature of these
bids may be imagined when 1t is known that the Department of Public Works is now paying on
contracts still in foree all the way from one cent to eight dollars per cubic yard for exaetly the

snme

kind of excavation, Honest contractors are driven out of the field by the ring of men who

put in the unbalanced bids. These outrageous street contracts, of which the Public Works De-
partment is full, result in the vacation of assessments on an extensive scale, throwing the whole

burden of the expenditure on the city, By the vacation of assessments resulting from these

abuses the munic

yenrs,

ipal treasury has suffered to the extent of millions of dollars in the last few

DLING SYSTEM.

NATURE OF THE 8WIN
ESTIMATES INTENDED TO MISLEAD THOSE NOT IN
THE CONTRACTORS' RING,

The system of unbalanced bids by means of which
the old Canal ring swindled the State out of million
of dollars was folly exposed in Tam TRIBUNE in
1875, Recent invesmzations into the records of
the Finanee Departmes show that the same Sys-
tem of unbalaneed bids exists to-day in severnl de-
partments of the Clty Government, Within a com-
parativoly few years it has cansed the loss of
millions of dollars to the oity Treasury., Although
the system  existed under Twoed when he
wis at the head of the Departwent of Pub-
lic Works, It Is carried on to 8 groater
extent there to-day than ever before, It hasine
creased snormonsly in recent years, Nearly all the
contracts for strect improvements, which cost the
city over £2,000,000 in 1882, are made on nnbal-
anced bids. The estimates under which these con-
tracts are lot are often prepared in such a way that
the expense to the taxpayers proves to ba ten
times the origina! amount of the contractor's bid,

The exact nature of an unbalanced bid is easily
ilnsteated. 1t always depends upon misleading
estimates. 1f there 15 to be really o large amount
of earth excavation anda small amount of rock
oxcavation, the estimutes reverss the amounts.
Bids are invited for a small amoant of carth exca-
vation and n large amonnt of rock excavation, A
oontraetor knowing the truth concealed by the
estimates bids a nominal “price for rock and a big

| price for carth. In that way on the face of the

ostimates his total bid will bo low. Butas he {8
paid by the cuble yard, according ro the returns on
the eompleted work, his bid will in the end turm
out to be the highest, and the city 18 consequently
defranded. If a contractor bids 1 cent per cnbio
yard for excavating rock and $2 per enbic yard for
exonvating earth, the bid is plainly *unbalanced.”
It is out of al! reason, and shows at & glanée that it
is not honest, Dut the departments are full of con-
tructs made on Just such bids,
THE ERRORS IN THI ESTIMATES,

Alleged errors of o startling character have been
discovered in the estimntes prepared by engineers
employed by the Public Works Department. At
least one contractor in every caso is aware of these
errors (1) before he makes his bid, and s
thus able to seenms contracts at figurca out
of all proportion to the value of the work. Con-
tractors have been paid over $100,000 for work on
which their total bid was less than $15,000, John
Brady, a contractor in the Publio Works Depart-
ment, is receiving $8 o cubio yard for excavating
eurth, while the value of the work is not more than
fifty cents a cubie yard. Michael Finn, another
contractor, is receiving $7 00 a ecuble yard for the
same work : and D. K. Gallagher is receiving #5 50,
In the Park Department J. W. O'Grady was re-
cently pald $50 a cnbic yard for excavating rock,
while another contractor was doing slmilar work
for #2 & cuble yard, which was a fair price. In the
Public Works Department again J. D. Moore was
pald $10 a ocubie yard for rock excavation,
and other contractors have been paid from $2 w0
$6 o yard for the same work, the fair value of
which was establishied by the Assessment Commis-
sion at less than $2 & cubie yard,

Difforences of an equally startling character exist
in all other kinds of work which is done by con-
tract in the Public Works Department, and which
is paid for by the Issuo of eity interest-bearing
bouds., In street-paving contracts Thomas Gearty
wus paid $3 48 o square yard, W. A. Cumming
#2 05, and Charles Guidet §2 47, while other
contractors aid  the same work for $1 50
and %1 87 & square yard, J. Plolan was
paid #1058 each for recelving  basins, while
John MeKim & Son furnished Dbasins of the
snme kind for $100. One_contractor is paid $40
o thousaud feet for lumber which another oue
furnishes for §20.

In advertising contracts estimates are prepared
for each item in the work. In regulating and
grading a street, for instance the engineers are sup-
posed to moke careful surveys, and to present
accurate estimates of the quantity of earth and
rock to be exeavated. The contractor then bids a
price per yard for oach kind of work, The lowest
total bid according to the estimated guantities
determines to whom the contract shall be given,
But the contractor is paid his price per yard with-
out rogard to the estimates. The estimates are
often fictitions, and this is known to econtractors.
Iy means of this knowledge they are able to get
enarmously high ratss for work, while contractors
who do not know the inside facts are prevented
from securing such contracts, The resnlt is shown
by the following table, which gives the bids of con-
tractors on estimated prices of work, aund the
cost to the clty

Total of Cost to
b g”ﬂ”’“‘ llghé"m “#1 12,000
Jobn Brady. ...ccoeensnenancenns y 2
Michaol Finn.. ...... H,205 27,115
Thomas F, Kand...... 17,100 43,620
Vineent Clark. .... 4818 b,917
Jumes Rellly. ....... 10,8: 12,450
D, K. Gallagher..... 4,022 15,070
John STy, coceeees 2,7 5,751
3 W 00y . eeeernnnnncnanness 3,288 15,178

TeCoutract unfinished,

These are but speeimens of many that have been
mude within & comparatively short time, It has
been shown by testi y bef the A t
Commission that contractors have been paid in full
for work only partly done, Inono case & contrac-
tor was paid for taking out 6,758 cubic yards of
rock which is still in the stroet. ‘The most friendly
rolations exist botween the coutractors, many of
them going on the bouds of their competitors, and
there is plenty of evidence to prove the existence
of & contractors’ ring such as existed on the canala
at the time of the frands exposed in 1875, The
money used to pay these contructors is raised by
the issue of ity bonds, hence the practice has es-
cupod the serutiny and publicity that would have

followed if it had come before the Board of Estimate
or the Sinking "und Commission.
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF ASSBESSMENTS VACATED,

In conducting the street improvements under
which these contracts have been made, the Coms
missioner of Public Works and the Park Commission.
ers act in the capacity of trustees for the owners of
the property benefited by the improvements. The
law requires that the fair cost of any work of this
kind be assessed on the property benefited, The
city does the work and pays for it Ly the issue of
bonids which sre to be paid off when the assessments
are collected from the owners of the property bene-
fited. But the losses caused by any Lreach of trust
on the part of the eity have to be wet out of the eity
trensury, The assessed property-owners go into the
courts and prove that the cost of the work is ex-
cessive and the courts vacate the asscssments. The
loss is then added to the city debt, which is paid by
general taxation.

Stnce 1876 the city has lost $3,263,431 by va-
cated assessments, nearly all cansed by nnbalanced
bids. But that is not one-half the total loss. The
courts have decided that the fact that the work was
done by contract under pablic letting is no excuse
for excessive cost, as the city was not bouud to ac-
cept such contracts, Hence, under advice of the
Corporation Counsel, and in order to save te the city
at least a part of the amonnts paid o assessment
work, the Board of Aldermen has recently assessed
property-owners only what the Doard considers
the falr value of the work done without regard to
the contracts made by the Commissioner of Publia
Works or the Park Board, The excess of cost over
the amonnt levied in the assessment is charged,
among other matters, to a fund called Deficiencics
in Assessmonts, This fund, which represents a total
loss to the eity, now amounts to $4,454,350,

But this does not cover all the lvss, There is an
Assessment Commission, ereated by the laws of
1880 to reduce assessiments when the cost of the
work 18 excessive. Nearly all the cases coming be-
fore this Conumission arise from claims of vroperty-
owners for relief because of unbalanced bids,
During the past week the Commission mude @ re-
duction In one case of $9,908 becanse the work
was done nnder an unbalanced-bid contract, A$
the same thue, in another case, the Commission made
a reduction of $106,454, They discovered among
other irregularitles, that the contractor had received
pay for excavating 27,000 cubic yards of rock at $3
per ecubic yard, although the rock had pot beem
taken out. Altogetlier the Asse tC issi
has made reductions amounting to over 1,000,000,
and in addition has returned nearly half amllion
dollars to property-owners who bad paid excessive
assessments  Desides all that, the city loses the in-
terest whioh it has paid on assessment bonds issned
to pay contractors for work on which reductions
and vacations have been made,

Altogether since 1876 there has heen a loss to the
city treasury of over §4,000,000 because of frauds,
rregularities aud excessive cost in assessient work,
Nearly all this loss hus been 1 by unbalanced

Lids,
i

HOW TAXPAYERS HAVE BEEN FLEECED.

DETAILS OF THE UNBALANCED BIDS—CONTRACTS
CORRUPT ON THEIR FACK.

The evils growing ont of these unbalanced bids
can be shown host by illustrating the method of
preparing false estimates. In the estimates pre=~
pared for a proposed street improvement it was
stated that there wers required 15,000 cubic feet
of rock excavation and 5,000 feet of carth excavas
tion, when in reality the figures should be reversed.
A contractor in the secret would bid & high price
or the carth excavation and alow price for the
rock excavition, As the contract was to he given
to the lowest biddor on the total amount of the bid,
the result would be that the contractor who knew
that the estimates were misleading would secure
the work ata frandulent figure. A contractor uot
in the secret, but relying on the fairness of the es-
timate of the Public Works Department, would bid
about ns follows:

15,000 cuble yards rock excavation at $135
000 cuble yards %
per ,’A\gl..... 2,000
Tt eevenesnsnnsssnsnsnnanssensasass BEBSDD

The contractor who knew that the estimates were
pnsleading, and that there wonld be 15,000 cubio
yards of carth and 5,000 of rock, wounld bid as fol-

lows @
15,000 eubile yarda roek excavation at 10¢. per

oo i e S D
. CXCAVA

i et ndti i el SR 5 T
Total..oooseacssssnssnnrannsnsansnasss 16,000

The second bid being %3,750 lowes than the first,
of course the honest bidder loses the contract. Dut

when the work is finally paid for by the eity the
account of the favored contractor is as follows :
5,000 cable yanlsrook cxeavation at 10 cents per

15,000 eu:;slr
4

nrda of earth exqra!fl-a: ::.“"rf 45,000
'l‘ulnl....................................mm

Tu this way the favored contractor by his unbal-
anced bid, gets $32,750 more for the same work
than it would have cost the city at the honest bide
dor's rates, aud the city is swindled out of that
aum, .

This is no fancy sketch, but a practical illustra-
tion of what is going on daily inthe Depart-
ment of Pablic Works, In  March last the
Mayor's attention was ealled to & contract let
in this way which cost the city $20,740,
although the estimate of the Public Worka
Department  was  for  £8,205 only. The
estimate of the Department on another contract
was for $4,800, but the city paid more than three
times that nmonnt to the contractor.
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